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Sedbergh Pepperpot Club was founded in 1997 and exists to encourage any 
who wish to take up orchestral instruments and widen their horizons. There 
are some orchestral instruments available for loan with no hiring fee, merely 
a nominal payment for insurance cover, and there is support for promising 
young players of orchestral instruments living in and around Sedbergh and 
District. 
 
Members pay a small subscription to join. In return they are offered a varied 
programme of mainly cultural events. Further funds for the young musicians 
are raised by means of a levy of a £1 ‘peppercorn’ per person per event 
attended. Thus for the member, the fund-raising to assist in the musical 
education of local young people can go hand in hand with the opportunity 
for a continuing appreciation of the arts in general, often difficult to achieve 
in a rural district like ours. 
 
Sedbergh  Pepperpot  Club,  which  includes Pepperpot Music Makers, 
became a Registered Charity (No. 1087220) on 28th June 2001. This enables 
tax, currently at the rate of 28p in the £, to be reclaimed on all subscriptions 
and donations from individuals, provided the donors pay tax. 
 
Learning and practicing a musical instrument can seem a solitary pastime; 
part of the fun in music-making is to play with other instrumentalists. In 
order to give young children this experience and to foster their interest in 
music, the Pepperpot Music Makers 'orchestra' was established in October 
2000 as a result of successful bids for funding. The ‘orchestra’, which 
rehearses after school at Sedbergh Primary School, is open to children aged 
7 to 11 (including those from other schools within striking distance) who are 
already learning to play instruments. These may include ocarinas, recorders, 
guitars, keyboards as well as non-transposing orchestral instruments. Folk, 
pop and classical music all feature. 
 
Although originally intended for primary age children, the ‘orchestra’ has 
attracted some adult beginners and ‘returners’ as well. They find that the 
experience of playing in a group is both valuable and enjoyable. In turn their 
presence is an encouragement to the children so the arrangement is mutually 
beneficial. Occasionally a concert is organised and in June 2004, Across an 
Unknown Sea - the Quest of St Brendan, a music-drama specially 
commissioned by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club from Lakeland Composer 
Christopher Gibbs, was performed during the Sedbergh Festival. In keeping 
with the ethos of the Club, people of all ages and levels of musical 



experience were involved: the Pepperpot ‘orchestra’, a chorus of teenage 
singers, experienced amateur and professional instrumentalists and two 
professional singers; even the audience participated!  
 
For the Music Makers Project to remain viable, it must be placed on a firm 
financial footing. External funding is increasingly difficult to obtain and we 
are therefore appealing for more help for the Pepperpot Music Makers from: 
 
· Friends who pay an annual subscription of £5 
· Sponsors who make a minimum gift of £20 p.a. 
· Company Sponsors 
· Those willing to leave a legacy 
All these people receive news of the Pepperpot Music Makers' activities 
from time to time. 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club is greatly indebted to the Frieda Scott Charitable 
Trust which is covering the running costs of the Pepperpot Music Makers 
orchestra for the current year. We are also grateful to Sportsprint of Kendal 
who provided sweatshirts with the Pepperpot logo for the youngsters at a 
special price. The Music Makers are seen wearing these in some of the 
photographs. A recent grant was awarded by Sedbergh United Charities and 
Widows Hospital to cover the cost of these, and the remainder will go 
towards the staging of The Midnight Thief which the primary-aged Music 
Makers will perform during St Andrew’s Festival 2006. A further grant from 
Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood Forum, together with a gift 
from an anonymous donor, enabled the purchase of a glockenspiel and six 
music stands for the use of the orchestra. We very much appreciate this 
generous grant. 
 
Donations from Members, Friends and Sponsors are also much appreciated 
and have proved a valuable source of income since the schemes began. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please become a Member, Friend or Sponsor! 
 

Sedbergh Pepperpot Club 
Yan Tethera, Queen’s Drive, Sedbergh, Cumbria’ LA10 5DP 

 
Tel: 015396 21196 

 
Web Site: www.sedbergh.org.uk 

 
email: yantethera@aol.com 

 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club is affiliated to  

‘Making Music’ which, throughout the UK,  
represents and supports music promoters of all kinds,  

as well as amateur instrumental and vocal groups. 
 

To Print out a Form, 
Select ‘File’ then ‘Print’ then enter 5 in the ‘Pages From and To’ 

 

 
 



Please complete this application form by circling what is appropriate and filling 
in the details required, then return to: 
Mrs Shirley Smith, Yan Tethera, Queen’s Drive, Sedbergh, Cumbria, LA10 5DP 
  

· I would like to join the Friends of Pepperpot Music Makers for £5 annually. 
  

· I would like to become a Pepperpot Sponsor for an annual sum of £20 or 
more £    

  

· I would like to become a Company Pepperpot Sponsor. 
  

· I would like to leave a legacy to Sedbergh Pepperpot Club. 
  

· I/We would like to join Sedbergh Pepperpot Club for an annual subscription 
of £6 / £10 (for two at the same address). 

  

· Please send me a Banker’s Order form. 
  

title   Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other 
  

name   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

address   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

postcode   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

tel:   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

e-mail   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

I enclose a cheque for £                         payable to “Sedbergh Pepperpot Club”. 
  

I/We would like Sedbergh Pepperpot Club to reclaim the tax on all 
subscriptions and/or donations until further notice, at no cost to myself/
ourselves. I/We have paid an amount of UK income tax or capital gains tax 
equal to any tax claimed. 
  

Signature (s)    ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

  

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 
 



Pepperpot Stories that have appeared in The Lookaround 
 

June 2008 
PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKERS 

At Sedbergh Music Festival 
  Amongst the wealth of exciting events to be found in the Sedbergh Music Festival 
brochure* is a small entry for Saturday June 21st : Coffee Concert 10.30am.  The Toy 
Symphony and other items, presented by Pepperpot Music Makers. 
  This event during the middle weekend of the Festival will be a showcase for local 
youngsters who play in the primary-age Pepperpot Music Makers orchestra which is 
directed by Noel Bertram, with the assistance of Penny Legat and Carole Gotham. The 
concert will last about an hour and not only will the orchestra be playing, but there will 
be solo and group items to add variety to the programme. To round things off, the adult 
Pepperpot Players will join in for a performance of The Toy Symphony. It used to be said 
that this was composed by Haydn, but it is now thought that it was Leopold Mozart, 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s father, who composed it.  
  The cost of the Coffee Concert will be £2 for adults but entry for children is free and, for 
this event only, refreshments are included in the price.  
  Currently The Frieda Scott Trust and individual and Company Pepperpot Sponsors are 
kindly providing financial assistance for the running of the orchestra, but the Pepperpot 
Club is constantly in need of funds to support the young musicians of the locality in other 
ways - by subsidising music lessons, paying grants towards attending music courses, 
helping with fees for music exams and for maintaining the many instruments that we lend 
out free of charge apart from insurance cover. It is not only those taking part in the Coffee 
Concert who are eligible for benefit, but others at secondary level too who are learning to 
play orchestral instruments..  
  We would ask you to come along and enjoy the occasion, filling your pockets before 
you leave home so that you can contribute generously to the retiring collection. Shirley 
Smith 
  *Copies are available at the Tourist Information Centre and around the town. 

 
November 2007 

SEDBERGH PEPPERPOT CLUB IS TEN YEARS OLD! 
  Sedbergh Pepperpot Club has now entered its second decade. We celebrated the fact at 
an extra-special Summer Party in July, kindly hosted by our President Anne, Lady Kerr 
and her husband Sir John Kerr at High Gale Farm, Cowan Bridge. This was a 
magnificent Jacob’s Join which followed the 10th AGM. A young Cumbrian harpist, 
Alison Horn, added to the atmosphere by coming to play to us during the evening.  
  At the meeting, grateful thanks were expressed to Judith Bush and Ann Wright for their 
sterling work with the Pepperpot Music Makers groups over the last seven years. They 
both decided to retire after the very successful performance of A Twist in the Tale in 
June, leaving the Pepperpot Music Makers orchestra in very good shape. They will be 
sorely missed, not only because of the musical skills they have imparted, but because of 
their caring approach which has made every child feel a worthwhile member of the 
group. It has been a real labour of love for them to produce a part for each of them 
according to ability on their chosen instrument. 



  We are however very fortunate to have strong team of new teachers to succeed Judith 
and Ann, and also grants from the Cumbria Community Foundation Local Network Fund 
and The Frieda Scott Trust to help to cover the costs of running the Music Makers 
activities over the current academic year. Noel Bertram, who conducts the Westmorland 
Youth Orchestra, and Penny Legat, who teaches the violin at the Primary School and at 
Settlebeck, are running the orchestra and Carole Gotham, as well as teaching the oboe, 
has taken on ocarinas and recorders. Quite a lot of loyal members of the orchestra moved 
on to secondary school this September, but an enthusiastic band of old and new members 
has already been established this term.    
  The new Music Makers orchestra will soon have its first opportunity to perform at the 
Pepperpot Coffee Morning on Saturday, November 10. The date has been set later than 
usual to give the orchestra time to get up to speed. The Coffee Morning will be held in 
the URC Rooms and begin at 10.00 and the youngsters will play in the Church at 10.30. 
Please come along and support. There will be the usual stalls : cakes and home produce, 
plants, books, music, CDs and bric-a-brac etc. It will be a good chance to make a bit of 
space at home before Christmas, as well as finding the odd inexpensive Christmas 
present. There will also be a raffle. All contributions will be welcome - as well as your 
presence on the day!    
  If you are new to the area, and would like to know more about Sedbergh Pepperpot 
Club, the events we organise, the awards we make to promising young musicians and the 
instruments we loan out, please contact Shirley Smith on 015396 21196 or email 
yantethera@aol.com or look up Sedbergh Pepperpot Club on the LOOKAROUND 
website. 

 
June 2007 

PEPPERPOT MINI FEST 
  “A Twist in the Tale” is on Saturday June 30th in the hall at Sedbergh Primary School. 
Coffee at 10.30 & Performance at 11.00  
  Following on from their successful performance of ‘The Midnight Thief’ during the St 
Andrew’s Festival last June, the primary-aged Pepperpot Music Makers will be taking to 
the stage again when they perform two plays with music under the title ‘A Twist in the 
Tale’. The plays are based on folk tales and the music will appropriately be folk music. 
Last term the group enjoyed a series of folk sessions, led by Carolyn Francis. The 
youngsters will draw on this experience for their forthcoming production on Saturday 
June 30th, which will be in the round in the hall at Sedbergh Primary School, by kind 
permission of Mrs Maggie Cullen. Coffee, tea, squash and biscuits will be available for a 
small charge from 10.30 and the performance, which is free for everyone, will begin at 
11.00. There will be a retiring collection. The youngsters have been working hard week 
by week this term with Judith Bush and Ann Wright so we do hope that you will come 
and give them lots of support. 
  “The Scobies in Concert” will be on Monday July 2nd in St Andrew’s Church at 
7.30pm. Entry will be £6.00 including refreshments  Children free. 
  We are in for a treat when sixteen-year old Colin Scobie and his father Alastair come to 
Sedbergh to provide us with an evening of music. We have been highly impressed by 
their playing and we would urge you strongly to come and hear them for yourselves. 
They came together to Sedbergh to collect a viola which Sedbergh Pepperpot Club is 



lending to Colin to help him with his studies at St Mary’s Music School in Edinburgh. 
We are delighted to be able to do this, especially as his grandparents have been staunch 
members of Sedbergh Pepperpot Club from the very beginning. Alastair will provide 
piano accompaniment and Colin will play violin and viola. Details of the programme are 
not known yet since Colin is in the throes of exams just now. Before that, he was busy 
being the leader of the String Ensemble from the National Youth Orchestra of Scotland 
for a series of concerts which included one at the Usher Hall in Edinburgh. Whatever 
Colin and Alastair decide to play on July 2nd, we can be assured of a concert which 
should not be missed. 
  A Welcome Return by VaCo on Tuesday July 24th in St Andrew’s Church at 7.30pm  
Entry is £7.00. 
  The Dales Chamber Orchestra’s attractive programme includes Beethoven’s Septet and 
a chamber symphony by Wolf-Ferrari. 

Shirley Smith 
 

December 2006 
PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKERS 

  The Pepperpot Music Makers Orchestra has now been in existence since October 2000. 
It currently has sixteen members, plus a few adults, and the instruments range from 
flutes, violins and recorders to a cello and a double bass as well as a glockenspiel and 
other percussion instruments.  
  Did you know that Sedbergh Pepperpot Club owns several orchestral instruments? 
These have been kindly donated by people from Sedbergh and Dent and others all over 
the country - from Beaconsfield to Coldstream - and even from places as far flung as 
Canada and Australia. Several of these instruments are currently out on loan to members 
of the orchestra, two others are lent to students whose homes are in Sedbergh and another 
two are being used by teachers who are tutoring sections of the Westmorland Youth 
Orchestra. Two brass instruments have now gone to the Town Band. 
  So . . . . . . . .if you have an instrument lying unused at home and would like to have the 
chance of it being played again, please consider donating it to Sedbergh Pepperpot Club. 
  Before lending out an instrument, we make sure that it is in good playing order. At 
present, as well as those on loan already, we can offer to lend an oboe, a clarinet, a half, a 
three-quarter or a full size violin to anyone who would prefer to borrow rather than to 
hire or to buy. We charge nothing for the loan of an instrument, but simply ask for 
payment of the annual insurance premium. 
  The Pepperpot Club is also keen to encourage children to take up orchestral instruments, 
especially strings which allow for the greatest opportunities throughout life for making 
music with other people. Please enquire about the awards that are available to subsidise 
music lesson fees, especially in the early stages or if progressing from shared to 
individual lessons.  
  While reading this, you may have been wondering how the funds are found to make all 
these things possible. The answer is that we have Pepperpot Members, Friends and 
Sponsors and, to keep the orchestra up and running, help from external sources, although 
this is increasingly difficult to find.  
· Members pay £6 annually or £10 for two at the same address. In return they receive 

newsletters and lists of events such as concerts, plays, operas, ballets, open gardens 



etc in a range of places from Keswick to Manchester as well as places nearby. 
Transport is in the minimum of cars or sometimes a coach. Everyone who goes 
contributes a £1 ‘peppercorn’ for the fund for young musicians, over and above the 
cost of the outing. 

· Friends contribute £5 each year to support the cause 
· Sponsors contribute a minimum of £20 annually  
· Company Sponsors are invited to contribute even more 
  We are very grateful to all who already contribute. If you are in sympathy with what we 
are trying to do, we would welcome your support, in one or more of these ways, for a 
very worthy cause.  Please contact Shirley Smith, email: yantethera@aol.com Tel : 
015396 21196  

 
December 2006 

PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKES 
Pepperpot News, Coffee Morning, Quiz & Farfield 
  The Sedbergh Pepperpot Club Coffee Morning took place on Saturday October 7th at 
the URC Rooms and as usual it proved to be a popular event. As well as the expected 
rush for the cake stall at the beginning, there was a steady stream of people throughout 
the morning until the raffle was drawn. Lots of Pepperpot members came along to help to 
prepare and serve the coffee and to man the stalls. We are very grateful to all of them and 
also to the people who kindly put their hands in their pockets as well as bringing 
contributions for the stalls.  
  At around 10.30, by kind permission of the Elders, the Pepperpot Music Makers set 
themselves up in the Church - quite a feat in itself with the variety of instruments that are 
included. They played a varied programme of items devised by Ann Wright and Judith 
Bush. This included solo pieces as well as items from the whole orchestra. Amazingly 
some of those involved had been playing with the group only from the beginning of the 
new school year. The concentration was intense, but it was clear that everyone was 
enjoying performing to such a large and appreciative audience.  
  There will be another opportunity to hear the Pepperpot Music Makers in performance, 
playing seasonal music on Sunday December 3 at Farfield Mill from 1.30 to 2.00 before 
an afternoon of workshops for children.  
  The Coffee Morning made a very useful sum for the Pepperpot fund for young 
musicians - and so did the Musical Instruments Quiz.  
  The quiz was devised initially for sale on the Pepperpot stall at Sedbergh Market Fayre 
and it sold like hot cakes. The deadline for solutions to be received was extended to 
October 31 so that it could be sold in other places such as the Coffee Morning and also to 
members of the Westmorland and Haffner Orchestras who have had fun puzzling over 
the clues. There were a few totally correct entries, so a draw was made by someone 
unconnected with Pepperpot and appropriately the £10 prize was won by Ann Cook who, 
with her husband Martin, ran the Ocarina Workshop during Sedbergh Festival 2000 
which helped to initiate the Pepperpot Music Makers. An additional consolation prize of 
£5 was awarded to Zoe Craven who is still at school. She named just one instrument 
incorrectly, but it happened to provide the correct letter! By coincidence, Zoe was one of 
the very first youngsters to play with the Pepperpot Music Makers. 



  There are still some copies of the Musical Instruments Quiz available at 50p if you did 
not get one before - please telephone 21196. It might be something to amuse your family 
and friends over the Christmas period!  

Shirley Smith 
 

October 2006 
PEPPERPOT CONCERTS 

  Champions of St. Gregory's Chapel at Marthwaite might claim that it has the finest of 
any interior in the area. The concert organised by the Pepperpot and held there on 3rd 
September augmented the claim. 
  Arne Richards played all thirty of J.S. Bach's, Goldberg Variations of 1731 on his 
harpsichord. Sometimes a difficult instrument for sustained listening, it sounded well in 
this small and intimate location. The beauty of the surroundings, especially the stained 
glass, increased the pleasure provided for the senses. 
  The music was commissioned by a restless insomniac, Keyserlingk, for his musician 
Goldberg to play, to soothe the nocturnal disturbances of the employer and to lead onto 
sleep. Gregory Wilson has written interlude pieces about what thoughts might have gone 
through his mind whilst awake but seeking slumber, from the hope of being remembered 
that it was he who paid for the world to have these aural delights, to the snow which had 
silently accompanied the last ones adding a new beauty to the landscape, as the 
Variations do to sound. 
  Only three days later, another exceptional concert was given by the Stonebridge String 
Quartet at St. Andrew's Church. The musicians are from Lancashire, but led by Julian 
Cann, who lives in Sedbergh.  
  The programme started with a Haydn Quartet followed by five short songs composed by 
Ivor Gurney in 1912, sung by the tenor Nicholas Hurndall Smith. As with the Goldberg 
Variations, they allude to the solace that sleep they bring but the final one is a lively 
welcome of the season of spring. The clarity of diction and the restrained accompaniment 
emphasised the complement of words and melody in the songs. 
  In the second half, the quartet became a quintet, with a second cello for a performance 
of Schubert's String Quintet of 1828, a masterpiece of chamber music in which the 
sonority of twin cellos provide exceptionally deep sounds. 
  These two concerts would be welcome in any city, and Sedbergh and District was 
privileged to have them. Many thanks go to Pepperpot for having provided events of 
musical contrast for us, but both of remarkable calibre. 
 

August 2006 
INSOMNIA & A DESERT ISLAND 

  On Sunday September 3rd at 2.45pm at St Gregory’s, Vale of Lune, Marthwaite, there 
will be a performance of The Goldberg Variations by JS Bach, played by the acclaimed 
harpsichordist ARne Richards. The unusual aspect of this concert is that the variations 
will be interspersed with poems inspired by the variations. These will be read by the 
award winning poet (and violinist), Gregory Warren Wilson, who wrote the poems in the 
voice of Keyserlingk - an insomniac! - who was Russian Ambassador to the Dresden 
Court from 1733. He commissioned the variations from Bach in order that Goldberg, his 
chamber musician, should play them to him during the night to cheer him up when he 



could not sleep! ARne and Gregory are both part of the Oxford Concert Party, a versatile 
and entertaining group who play a diversity of instruments in a wide variety of styles.  
  St Gregory’s (marked    j on the map in the Festival brochures which are now readily 
available) is a familiar landmark along the road from Sedbergh to Kendal, on the left next 
to the Weathercock, just before you reach the bridge over the Lune. Many tourists call in 
as they pass by, but it is surprising to find how few local people have actually been inside 
to admire the little church (no longer used for regular services) and its beautiful stained 
glass windows. The church holds only a limited number, so buy your tickets now before 
they sell out!  
  On Wednesday September 6th at 7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh, the 
Stonebridge Quartet (leader Julian Cann) will join forces with Nicholas Hurndall Smith 
(tenor) and Kalina Dimitrova (cello), all of whom are familiar to Sedbergh audiences. 
Their programme will include Ivor Gurney’s delightful Five Elizabethan Songs and 
Schubert’s great String Quintet in C, which everyone wants to take to their Desert Island!  
  These two concerts, to be presented by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club, fall during the 
Sedbergh Festival of Books and Drama and they will follow the pattern of the two 
concerts which were held in the same venues during the first Festival last year.  
  We are grateful for grants from the Churches Conservation Trust and Making Music, 
without which the concerts could not take place.  
  Tickets (Adults £6, Children Free) are on sale from Sedbergh Pepperpot Club (015396 
21196) and Sedbergh TIC & Festival Office (015396 20125).  
  Light refreshments will be available after both concerts. 
  Any profits from the concerts will go towards the Pepperpot Fund for Young Musicians. 
 

July 2006 
PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKERS ~ MEXICAN STYLE 

  For me, one of the highlights of the Sedbergh Festival 2006 was the Coffee Concert 
given on Saturday 17th June by the Pepperpot Music Makers. The orchestra of young 
musicians gave a terrific performance of several items, which included Merrily we roll 
along, La Cucaracha and the music from The Midnight Thief. This was followed by a 
performance of the musical drama itself, with the musicians turning into actors as 
required. The words were written by Ian Seraillier and the music composed by Richard 
Rodney Bennett. 
  The story takes place in Mexico and is about a farmer with three sons, Pedro, Augusto 
and Fernando. The farmer is very cross because someone has been stealing his corn, and 
he naturally wants to discover the thief. He tells his three sons that he will leave all his 
money to whichever of them catches the thief. Each of them tries to find the culprit in a 
different way, but only one of them is successful, and his adventure gives the story a 
happy ending.  
  Clothed in ponchos and sombreros, not to mention the glittering plumage of the bird of 
paradise and the helpful toad’s colourful outfit, the children threw their hearts and souls 
into the singing, the playing of the music and the drama and I take my hat off to them for 
a splendid performance which moved along very merrily and was widely appreciated by 
a very large audience. Full marks must also go to Judith Bush and Ann Wright, the 
Musical Directors who had clearly rehearsed, encouraged and inspired the children.  



  The Pepperpot Music Makers was formed in October 2000, under the auspices of 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club. The aim of the group is to provide the opportunity for Primary 
School children to make music together and to help them to develop their musical skills. 
Pepperpot Music Makers is also pleased to include adults who are beginners on their 
instruments, some of whom took part in the performance.   
  How wonderful that Primary School children in and around Sedbergh have the 
opportunity of learning an instrument and playing together and, even more importantly, 
that they had a public platform on which to share their talents and enthusiasm. If ever a 
cause needed support, then it is this one. I left the concert, as did many others, with a 
smile on my face. Thank you Pepperpot Music Makers - keep on practising and I look 
forward to your next performance.  

 Maureen Hinch   
  Sedbergh Pepperpot Club is particularly indebted to The Frieda Scott Trust for their 
financial help which has enabled Pepperpot Music Makers to remain viable during this 
academic year.  
 

June 2006 
PEPPERPOT & COBWEBS 

  The Cobwebs orchestra was in Sedbergh for the first weekend in May. Cobwebs was 
formed for amateur musicians, who may not have played for years, to dust the cobwebs 
off their instrument and make music together. 
  They are coached and assisted by members of the Northern Sinfonia and as well as 
regular weekly rehearsals they have an occasional intensive weekend. 
  Andy Jackson, Cobwebs organiser, kindly invited the children who play in the 
Pepperpot Music Makers to join them for part of the weekend.. The children had an 
hour's rehearsal with the orchestra, practicing three pieces from Handel’s Water Music 
which they played with the orchestra in the evening concert. 
  It was a novel situation for the Pepperpot gang to play in such a large group, surrounded 
by interesting instruments such as bassoons and tubas. The children managed very well. 
Especially considering that they had never seen the music before. Andy Jackson was very 
impressed by their attentiveness and listening skills. 
  The Cobwebs Orchestra devoted the Sunday to playing music by Brahms; the 3rd 
Symphony in the morning and the Violin Concerto in the afternoon. The solo violin part 
was played by the very talented Iona Brown, who also helped the conductor in coaching 
the orchestra. The day provided a wonderful opportunity for amateur musicians to ‘have a 
go’ at some challenging, large-scale works. 

J. Bush 
 

May 2006 
PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  In the April edition of LOOKAROUND, we were able to report that a generous grant had 
been received from Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood Forum, together with 
a gift from an anonymous donor, which enabled Sedbergh Pepperpot Club to purchase a 
glockenspiel for the use of the Pepperpot Music Makers. 
The good news this month is that a further grant has been received! A sum of £100 has 
kindly been awarded to Sedbergh Pepperpot Club by Sedbergh United Charities and 



Widows Hospital to cover the cost of the sweatshirts with the Pepperpot logo which the 
Music Makers are seen happily wearing in the photograph. We very much appreciate this 
generous help. 
  Sportsprint of Kendal produced the sweatshirts for the youngsters at a special price, so 
we are very grateful to them too. 
  Not only did the grant from Sedbergh United Charities cover the cost of the sweatshirts, 
but there is something left over which will go towards the performance of The Midnight 
Thief which the primary-aged Music Makers will perform in St Andrew’s Church at 
10.30 am on Saturday June 17th during St Andrew’s Festival. Please come! 
  For further details about Sedbergh Pepperpot Club, including Pepperpot Music Makers, 
please get in touch with Shirley Smith (015396 21196). 

 
April 2006 

SEDBERGH PEPPERPOT CLUB INCLUDING PEPPERPOT MUSIC M AKERS 
  Sedbergh & Kirkby Lonsdale Neighbourhood Form has awarded a grant of £531 to 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club towards the purchase of some music stands and a glockenspiel 
for the use of the Pepperpot Music Makers. An anonymous Pepperpot Sponsor has very 
kindly provided the balance. On behalf of Cumbria County Council, Councillor Joe 
Nicholson came to the rehearsal of the orchestra on March 6 and saw the youngsters 
enjoying the use of the multi-coloured stands and heard the glockenspiel in action. 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club and the Pepperpot Music Makers are very grateful for this 
generous help. 
  The glockenspiel is currently being played by Toby Satchell in the Pepperpot Music 
Makers orchestra which rehearses after school on Mondays at Sedbergh Primary School. 
The orchestra is funded by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club with the help of annual donations 
by Pepperpot Sponsors and external grants. The ultimate aim is for the Music Makers to 
become self-sufficient.  
  If you would like to help to make this come about by becoming a  
· Member (£6 annually or £10 for two at the same address)  
· Friend (£5 annually)  
· Sponsor (£20 or more a year)  
· Company Sponsor (£30 or more a year) 
or even by leaving a legacy, we would be delighted to hear from you!  
  Members have the chance to join like-minded people on trips with shared transport to 
concerts, plays, open gardens and other events of interest.  
  Friends and Sponsors receive occasional news of the Music Makers’ activities and 
notice of particular events during the year. 
  During St Andrew’s Festival 2006, the primary-age Music Makers will perform The 
Midnight Thief by Richard Rodney Bennett and Ian Seraillier at a Coffee Concert in St 
Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh, at 10.30am on Saturday June 17. Please make a note of the 
date and the time. 
  Further information about the Pepperpot Club and the Music Makers can be found in 
the Pepperpot brochure, available from Sedbergh Tourist Office, or by contacting Mrs 
Shirley Smith, Hon. Secretary, Sedbergh Pepperpot Club, Yan Tethera, Queen’s Drive, 
Sedbergh. LA10 5DP.   Telephone 015396 21196      
email yantethera@aol.com or at www.sedbergh.org.uk 



 
November 2005 

PEPPERPOT CLUB 
  The Sedbergh Pepperpot Club Coffee Morning on Saturday October 15 went off really 
well. Lots of Pepperpot members came to help at the URC rooms and the contributions 
for the stalls came pouring in. At 10.30 the Pepperpot Music Makers orchestra set 
themselves up in the church, kindly opened up for us by the Elders, and they performed a 
varied programme devised by Ann Wright and Judith Bush. This was an amazing feat 
because several of the youngsters taking part had only joined the orchestra at the 
beginning of the new school year. Their concentration was intense and it was clear that at 
the same time they were all enjoying themselves immensely. There was an appreciative 
audience who enjoyed coffee and a chat upstairs afterwards. Then there was the raffle 
draw. All the youngsters who took part in the Pepperpot Music Makers Grand Practice 
Challenge qualified for a free strip of raffle tickets, so there was great excitement to see 
who had won what!  
  The Coffee Morning made a very useful sum for the Pepperpot fund for young 
musicians and the youngsters who took up the Challenge and found people to sponsor 
their music practice over two weeks are to be congratulated on raising a lot of money for 
the same fund. Many thanks to all the people who contributed to the success of the event. 

Shirley Smith 
 

October 2005 
PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  September 4th was an idyllic Sedbergh day and ideal for the Sunday afternoon 
Pepperpot Concert at 2.45pm at St Gregory’s Church, Vale of Lune, Marthwaite, the first 
of two concerts promoted by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club during Sedbergh Festival of 
Books and Drama. We were delighted that so many people came, both from Sedbergh 
and from further afield, including several who had attended services there in the past. The 
church was comfortably full and the sunshine outside meant that the beautiful stained 
glass windows could be seen to full advantage.  
  The programme began unannounced with the Bach Suite in C for Unaccompanied 
Cello, a lovely way in which to bring the church to life again after its long period of 
silence. Jeremy Lamburn was the soloist, taking the place of Kalina Dimitrova who, to 
her great disappointment, was unable to come to Sedbergh at that time. The Vaughan 
Williams settings of A E Housman’s poems Along the Field came next on the 
programme. These were written at the time when some of those whose names are 
recorded in St Gregory’s lost their lives in the First World War. The performers were 
Nicholas Hurndall Smith (tenor) and Julian Cann (violin). A short interval followed 
during which something was said about the history of the church and its stained glass 
windows.  
  The second half was in somewhat lighter vein with duets for violin and cello by 
Beethoven and Bartok, and songs and airs from the British Isles, including items arranged 
by Roger Cann, and the concert concluded with the soloists combining in a performance 
of his beautiful arrangement of The Last Rose of Summer, written especially for the 
occasion. The audience were very appreciative and we hope to put on another concert 
sometime in the future.  



  Mrs Woof from the Weathercock next door to the church, who opens up the church on a 
daily basis and keeps it in good order for the Churches Conservation Trust, was kind 
enough to provide water and electricity so that we could all enjoy tea and cakes after the 
concert. We are very grateful to Mr and Mrs Robert Thexton for the loan of their field for 
parking and to everyone else who helped to make the occasion a success, including the 
makers of all the delicious cakes! 
  The Churches Conservation Trust kindly provided a grant towards the St Gregory’s 
Concert and Making Music helped towards both concerts for which we are very grateful. 
The proceeds from the two concerts have made a useful contribution to the Pepperpot 
fund for young musicians.  
  The second concert took place at St Andrew’s Church Sedbergh on Wednesday 
September 7th at 7.30pm and was given by eight students, all highly skilled on their 
instruments. During that afternoon, they had provided a delightful hour of music with 
audience participation for the whole of Sedbergh Primary School. The evening concert 
was well attended and the audience clearly enjoyed Richard Strauss’s Till Eulenspiegel in 
an arrangement for chamber group, Mozart’s Dissonance Quartet and the well loved 
Schubert Octet. The performers were part of the Vacation Chamber Orchestras (VaCo). 
Some plan to make their career in Music, but two of the players are on their way to 
becoming Doctors of Medicine! Different groups, depending on what works are to be 
performed, come together during the vacations for courses during which they give a 
series of concerts, the proceeds from which pay their fees for the courses. This particular 
course culminated in them taking part in a concert given by the St Cecilia Orchestra in 
Ripon Cathedral. Several Pepperpot members went to the concert which included Richard 
Strauss’s Four Last Songs, with Lynne Dawson as soloist, and Rachmaninov’s 2nd 
Symphony.  
  Saturday October 15th is the date of the Pepperpot Coffee Morning at the URC Rooms. 
Please find the advert on Page 15 in this edition and come along and support!        

Shirley Smith 
 

 
August 2005 

SEDBERGH PEPPERPOT CLUB  
  The dates of two concerts, to be presented by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club, fall during the 
Booktown Festival. The programme for this is now well publicised and you will see the 
concerts listed there. Both contain items with literary associations: the first, on Sunday 
September 4th at 2.45pm in St Gregory’s, Vale of Lune, Marthwaite, features Vaughan 
Williams’ song settings of Housman’s poems Along the Field and on Wednesday 
September 7th in St Andrew’s Church, Sedbergh, members of the Dales Chamber 
Orchestra will perform Till Eulenspiegel, a tone poem by Richard Strauss, based on the 
medieval legend of an irreverent travelling jester. 
  St Gregory’s is a familiar landmark along the road from Sedbergh to Kendal, on the left 
next to the Weathercock, just before you reach the bridge over the Lune. Many tourists 
call in as they pass by, but it is surprising to find how few local folk have actually been 
inside to admire the little church (no longer used for regular services) and its beautiful 
stained glass windows. There will be a five-minute talk about the windows during the 
interval of the concert which is to be given by three musicians, Nicholas Hurndall Smith 
(tenor), Julian Cann (violin) and Kalina Dimitrova (cello) who all took part in Across an 



Unknown Sea - the Quest of St Brendan during the Sedbergh Festival last June. They 
have compiled an attractive and varied programme, with the soloists combining in 
different ways. Make sure of a seat - the church holds only a limited number of people - 
and buy your tickets now before they sell out! Teas will be served after the concert. 
  We are grateful for grants from the Churches Conservation Trust and from Making 
Music, without which this concert could not take place. 
  The Dales Chamber Orchestra concert at St Andrew’s, one of a series they are giving 
while they are based at Hardraw and Ripon, follows on from the last concert they gave in 
our immediate area. This was very much enjoyed by a large and appreciative audience in 
Dent Memorial Hall last autumn when a goodly sum was raised for its restoration. If you 
have not heard them yet, you should not miss this concert! Sedbergh Primary School will 
be having a treat in the afternoon when the same group will go to play to them. 
  Look out for further details in the September Lookaround. Tickets are on sale from 
Sedbergh Pepperpot Club (015396 21196) and Sedbergh TIC & Festival Office (015396 
20125).  
  Any profits from the concerts will go towards the Pepperpot Fund for Young Musicians. 
 

December 2004 
LATE PEPPERPOT NEWS IN BRIEF 

  The Pepperpot Coffee Morning which took place on October 9 in the URC Rooms 
raised the very useful sum of £208.68 after expenses were taken into account. How such 
funds are utilised is covered in the invitation to join the Pepperpot Club to be found 
elsewhere in this issue. 
  The Pepperpot Music Makers, both children and adults - one of whom has written of her 
own experiences in this edition - entertained for the whole time and obviously enjoyed 
themselves! Many thanks to all of them and to all the other people who so generously 
gave their time to help. as well as providing contributions for the stalls. We are especially 
indebted to Helen Aveyard who busked at the bottom of Joss Lane to attract custom. 
Helen was our very first Pepperpot violinist. She plays on the lovely violin which was 
presented to the Pepperpot Club at the very beginning and - as many of you will have 
heard - she makes very good use of the instrument! 
  The event would not have been a success without all the people who came to have 
coffee and support the enterprise. Very many thanks to them too. 

 Shirley Smith 
 

December 2004 
SEDBERGH PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  May we invite your interest in and support for this organisation? 
  Since April 1997, under the title of 'Sedbergh Pepperpot Club', we have arranged for 
small groups of friends to go to concerts, plays, operas, ballets, open gardens, art 
exhibitions, films and other events in a wide range of places, such as Carlisle, Newcastle, 
Blackpool, Lancaster, Manchester, Leeds and York but mostly in other nearer venues. 
Lists of events are sent out every few months inviting interest and, when responses are 
received, tickets are purchased, transport in the minimum of cars, or occasionally a 
coach, is arranged and sometimes we have a meal out beforehand. Costs are worked out 
for each event to include a £1 'peppercorn' for the fund from everyone who goes, and a 



contribution towards the petrol. Membership has grown to as many as a hundred and 
ninety and the Club became a registered charity in June 2001. 
  Sedbergh Pepperpot Club funds exist to help to support promising young local 
musicians. 
  By offering awards we hope to encourage youngsters in Sedbergh, Dent, Garsdale, 
Cautley and other places nearby to take up orchestral instruments, or to progress from 
shared to individual lessons on orchestral instruments, or to attend music courses or 
workshops. Awards have been made, with teachers' recommendations, to several 
youngsters to play a variety of instruments, some kindly donated to Sedbergh Pepperpot 
Club. These include violins, cellos, a viola and a flute, all out on free loan apart from 
insurance cover. More awards and instruments are available.  
None of this would be possible without sizable funds. That is why we are appealing to 
you. Your support will help to sustain the funds and fulfil needs as they arise. 
  PLEASE JOIN SEDBERGH PEPPERPOT CLUB NOW OR BECOME A FRIEND OR 
SPONSOR OF THE PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKERS 
  For an annual subscription of £6 for an individual (or £10 for two at the same address), 
you will receive a copy of the current and subsequent 'events' lists so that you will know 
what is on offer. (Friends pay £5 annually and Sponsors a minimum of £20 each year, but 
do not receive events lists unless they become Members as well.) After that, you need do 
nothing at all, but simply sit back, knowing that you have made a useful contribution to 
the cause. If on the other hand you like the idea of going off to the occasional concert or 
play or some other event, then the chance is there and the fund benefits further by £1 per 
person attending the event. We welcome both active and passive members! The general 
view is that our activities provide both variety and fun, all adding to the spice of life. 
Meanwhile, the 'peppercorns' donated for the cause continually replenish the pot, 
allowing us to sprinkle the contents wherever there is a need! This is why the Sedbergh 
Pepperpot (at Akay), so much a part of our local landscape, features in our title. 
  Grants from outside sources enabled the Pepperpot Music Makers Project to be 
launched in October 2000 and an orchestra for seven to elevens is well established at 
Sedbergh Primary School after school on Mondays. Some adult beginners/returners also 
enjoy taking part. 
  Funds from the Friends and Sponsors schemes are already helping the orchestra to 
continue but your help is needed too! If you would like to know more, please telephone 
Shirtey Smith on 015396 21196 or email YANTETHERA@aol.com 
 

December 2005 
BENEFITS OF PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  A year ago I realised some musical friends and some junior school children were 
spending time on Monday afternoons in a small orchestra, the Pepperpot Music Makers, 
and I decided to join them and the Pepperpot Club. Having the different generations with 
varied experience playing alongside each other has proved beneficial to everyone. 
  In my case, it resulted in my becoming a borrower of one of the Pepperpot Club loan 
violins. To get back to the standard which I had once had while at school in the orchestra 
took some hard work. The music drama "Across an Unknown Sea" was an excitement. 
Preparing for it was very motivational but the performance in June during the Sedbergh 



Festival surpassed all expectations due to good planning and organisation. Many thanks 
too to my friends Judith Bush and Ann Wright our conductors and the other players. 
  The Pepperpot’s Instrument Loan Scheme has helped me back to violin playing; I now 
have my own violin and have joined a second orchestra. For this the Pepperpot Club has 
my sincere thanks. May it long continue to benefit more junior members as well as senior 
ones in the future. Many thanks once more to the Pepperpot Club. 

 Joyce Whitfield. 
 

September 2005 
PEPPERPOT MUSIC MAKERS 

  The Music Makers club for young musicians will have its first session of the new school 
year on Monday 6th September. Rehearsals are held in the Library at Sedbergh Primary 
School and are open to young people (and adults) who are learning to play violin, cello, 
flute or recorder. Players of other instruments are welcome to come and join in with 
percussion instruments or keyboards. 
  The sessions start straight after school (3.30) and finish at 4.30. We play a range of 
music and aim to have fun whilst improving our musical skills. Sedbergh Pepperpot Club 
currently has several instruments that are available on loan to promising young 
musicians. Anyone who is interested in such a loan should contact Mrs Shirley Smith 
(21196). 

August 2005 
PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  An Audience View of Sedbergh Pepperpot Club’s Contribution to Sedbergh Festival 
2004  
  Sunday, 20th June, saw Sedbergh Pepperpot Club’s presentation of Long Long Ago and 
Far Away West by local writer Kim Lyon, performed by St Andrew’s junior drama group 
Chameleons in the Church and providing a lively prologue to the main work Across an 
Unknown Sea - the Quest of St Brendan with music by the composer Christopher Gibbs 
and words by Anna Gibbs. 
  These performances were a real community effort and a highlight of the two week 
biennial Sedbergh Festival with contributions by so many local people both young and 
old as well as those from further afield, although with close ties to Sedbergh. The 
instrumental music, conducted by Ian Jones, well known to local audiences, was provided 
by the Serafin String Quartet, led by Julian Cann of Sedbergh, the Pepperpot Players and, 
in particular, Pepperpot Music Makers, who have been working hard since early in the 
year in order to take part.  
  It is always rewarding to have a good turn-out and, despite a rainy evening, St Andrew’s 
Church was very nearly full. For the Prologue, the Chameleons transformed themselves 
into Brendan, Earth, Sea, Wind and Storytellers with gusto as well as a few props and lots 
of actions, and told us the story of St Brendan, word perfect and clearly : the scene was 
set. 
  However, in a brief interlude, Ian Jones, so adept at encouraging audience participation, 
rehearsed from his rostrum, the last section of the Finale as printed in our programmes, 
line by line with the orchestra and our massed voices. This really built up a sense of 
anticipation and then the lights dimmed and from the west end of the Church came the 



Chorus from Settlebeck School, playing villagers and monks from Innishmore, chanting, 
the plainsong immediately creating a sense of the medieval, and in such a setting! 
  We all knew that Brendan, at first a most curmudgeonly monk, was going to be 
transformed by his journey across the sea, but not exactly how, and now the orchestra and 
soloists set to work to create a sense of drama and danger and to develop the tale, ably 
supported by the Chorus building their boat; being buffeted by storms; mistakenly 
landing on a whale and then having to escape violent volcanic eruptions and avoid 
icebergs on their voyage to the Promised Land.  
  With little room to manoeuvre, these young people relied on gesture, facial expression 
and their voices to good effect. 
  Nicholas Hurndall Smith as Brendan clearly enjoyed his role as kill-joy into saint and, 
standing in the pulpit to direct proceedings in the boat, his voice soared above the 
orchestra. As Messenger, Shepherdess and Angel, Anna Crookes (Patron of Pepperpot 
Music Makers under her pianist name of Anna Markland) had a gentler role and yet the 
purity of her high notes and her scenes with Nicholas contributed to some of the most 
moving and inspiring moments in the performance. (These soloists have experience of 
working together world-wide in the solo voice group I Fagiolini as well as more locally 
in the Finzi Festival in Kendal.) It was impressive too, how effectively the whale and 
volcanic eruption sections worked in such a small space, and here it was the conductor 
and the instrumentalists, and especially guest cellist Kalina Dimitrova, who helped to 
create this sense of fear and potential catastrophe in some very powerful and exciting 
music.    
  Of course, the excellent acoustics in the church helped as well. 
  All too soon, this delightful music drama had reached its conclusion but not before all of 
us had contributed to the final hymn of thanksgiving for Brendan’s transformation. What 
a treat it is to sing, even if only briefly, with an orchestra, and so to make music. That is 
the kind of thing Sedbergh Pepperpot Club does to support and encourage young local 
people in their musical endeavours, with some success. 
  And who says that community spirit is dead? It isn’t in Sedbergh! 

 Judith Ryder 
 

May 2004 
PEPPERPOT CLUB 

  On Sunday June 20 at 7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church a unique event will be taking 
place as part of the Sedbergh Festival. Way back in August 2001, a grant from Northern 
Arts was received by Sedbergh Pepperpot Club to commission a new work, for 
performers of all ages and abilities, from Lakeland Composer Christopher Gibbs. The 
musical drama - based on the sea adventures of St Brendan and his monks and with 
words by Anna Gibbs - gradually took shape under the title Across an Unknown Sea - the 
Quest of St Brendan and by May of last year the score was ready. We were able to gather 
together the funding and the forces needed to make a recording of the music which is 
descriptive and easy on the ear. The composer is delighted with the result and the CD is 
proving to be a valuable tool in the preparations for the performance.  
  The whole project would not have been possible without the financial help we have 
received from a number of sources, which include Sedbergh and Kirkby Lonsdale 
Neighbourhood Forum, the Arts Council North West, Making Music North West and the 



Craven Trust. We are very grateful for these grants and also for the donations generously 
provided by Pepperpot Members, Sponsors and Friends. 
  Those taking part in the performance will be the Pepperpot Music Makers Orchestra 
with Judith Bush, Ann Wright and Lynda Livesey, singers/actors from Settlebeck School 
under the guidance of David Graham, the Pepperpot Players and the Serafin String 
Quartet (leader Julian Cann). The soloists will be Anna Crookes nee Markland (soprano 
and Patron of Pepperpot Music Makers) and Nicholas Hurndall Smith (tenor). Ian Jones 
(conductor of Levens Choir) is overall director.  
  To set the scene for Across an Unknown Sea, Kim Lyon has written a short introductory 
piece called Long Long Ago and Far Away West. This will be performed by Chameleons 
- St Andrew’s primary-age drama group which is run after school on Fridays by Vic 
Hopkins and Judith Bush. There will be no interval between the two pieces and the whole 
event will last about an hour.  
  Do come along and bring all the family - it should be an interesting and enjoyable 
evening. 
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